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Q,. Some people have the impression that you are opposed to machinery
in general. This is not true, I believe

A. That is quite wrong. The spinning-wheel is also machi-
nery. It is a beautiful work of art. It typifies the use of machi-
nery on a universal scale. It is machinery reduced to the terms
of the masses.

Q,. So, you are opposed to machinery, only because and when it con-
centrates production and distribution in the hands of the few?

A. You are right. I hate privilege and monopoly. What-
ever cannot be shared with the masses is taboo to me. That is all.

Hanjan, 2-11-1934
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LONDON,
October 16, 1931

o_.     Are you hopeful of a successful outcome?

A. Being an optimist, I never lose hope, but I can say
that I am no nearer a solution than I was in Bombay. There
are numerous difficulties. I know that the Congress demand
appears a little too high in the atmosphere that is found to exist
here, though I think that is none too high.

Q,     Is there no way out of the difficulty?

A. There are many ways, but whether they will be adopted
by the parties concerned., I do not know. We have been told
that the solution of the constitutional question depends on the
solution of the communal question. It is not true, and I am
afraid, it is the very presentation of the question in this inverted
form that has made the question more difficult and given it an
altogether artificial importance, and because it has been made the
fulcrum, the parties concerned feel that they can pitch their de-
Extracted from Mahadev Desai*s "London Letter". The questions
were asked at a luncheon given by American journalists at Savoy Hotel.
Desai says. Gandhyi, in thanking them for it, described it as a deli-
cate courtesy He regaled them for some minutes with stories as to how journa-
lists had misquoted him and how in one instance a misrepresentation had
nearly cost him his life The cup of bitterness, he said, would be full when,
in the words of a journalist in India, they deliberately embelhshed truth itself
with "a little bit of embroidery". He commended to them the motto of truth,
the whole truth and nothing but the truth.